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No. | Question Quick scan answer for Lateantenna inana
1. What is the scientific name (if possible up to species level + | Lateantenna inana (Butler, 1881) (Lepidoptera: Ditrysia: Gelechioidea: Blastobasidae:
author, also include (sub)family and order) and Blastobasinae)
English/common name of the organism?
Add picture of organism/damage if available and publication | Synonyms:
allowed. -  Blastobasis explorata Meyrick, 1918
- Blastobasis inana Walsingham, 1907
- Gracilaria inana Butler, 1881
2. What prompted this quick scan? Interception (17 February 2025) of a living larva of Lateantenna inana (LATEIN) in a fruit
Organism detected in produce for import, export, in of Citrus x aurantium var. sinensis (CIDSI) from Egypt during an import inspection (EPPO
cultivation, nature, mentioned in publications, e.g. EPPO codes of the species names in brackets).
alert list, etc.
3. Wat is the risk assessment area? The risk assessment area is the territory of the European Union (EU 27)
4. What is the current area of distribution? Reported occurrences: Réunion, India, Hawaii (Bippus, 2020), French Polynesia (Clarke,

1986), New Britain, Thailand (Ohshima et al., 2018), China (Li et al., 2023), Papua New
Guinea (Sam et al., 2017) and in a single greenhouse in Japan (Ohshima et al., 2018).

Its apparently patchy distribution might be the result of introduction events as a result of
international trade or may suggest a wider unobserved or non-reported distribution of the
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organism. The infested fruit originated from Egypt which indicates that L. inana is present
in Egypt although it has not been reported from that country.
5. What are the host plants? Lateantenna inana is polyphagous as species from different plant families have been
reported as host plants:
- Allium sativum (garlic) (Zimmerman, 1978),
- Citrus unshiu (Satsuma mandarin) (Ohshima et al., 2018),
- Coffea spp. (coffea) (Zimmerman, 1978),
- Dioscorea spp. (yam) (Zimmerman, 1978),
- Eugenia uniflora (Clarke, 1986),
- Litchi spp. (Li et al., 2023),
- Phaseolus vulgaris (garden beans) (Zimmerman, 1978),
- Saccharum officinarum (dead sugarcane) (Zimmerman, 1978),
- Shorea acuminata (Robinson et al., 2023).
6. Does the organism cause any kind of plant damage in the Two records were found of damage caused by the organism on living plants (qualitative

current area of distribution and/or does the consignment
demonstrate damage suspected to have been caused by
this organism?

Yes/no + plant species on which damage has been reported
+ short description of symptoms.

Please indicate also when the organism is otherwise
harmful (e.g. predator, human/veterinary pathogen
vector, etc.).

description of damage; no quantitative data):

- In 2013, L. inana was observed to cause premature fruit drop in Citrus unshiu
(Satsuma mandarin) by boring and feeding within the pedicel of the fruit in a
single greenhouse in Kagoshima Prefecture in Japan (Ohshima et al., 2018).

- Lietal. (2023) observed damage of the bark and phloem of Litchi chinensis
(lychee) in ‘the past two years’ (probably 2020 - 2021) in Guandong Province in
China with particularly severe infestations in the Pearl River Delta including
Guangzhou and Dongguan. They provide the following description of the damage
(translated from Chinese): in severely affected trees, the bark of the main stem
and the main branches are completely eaten away, leading to weakened trees and
affecting flowering and fruiting. Control methods are described but the study does
not provide quantitative information on yield losses in lychee in China.

No other records of damage or yield losses were found during an online search (sources
used: the Host Plant Database (Robinson et al., 2023), Google Scholar, Biological
Abstracts 1969 to November 2025 and CAB Abstracts 1973 to 2025 Week 50 using the
search string ‘(Blastobasis and explorata) OR ((Lanteantenna OR Blastobasis OR
Gracilaria) AND inana)’.

The intercepted fruit (n=1) demonstrated damage (extensive blackening of the endocarp
bordering the exocarp/albedo) that makes it unmarketable. Such kind of damage caused
by L. inana was not found in literature and the symptoms may lead to confusion with well
known/regulated citrus borers. It is uncertain whether it concerns a rare or incidental
infestation or whether citrus fruit (or other kinds of fruit) are frequently attacked by L
inana leading to significant yield losses in the current area of distribution.
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7. Assess the probability of establishment in the Netherlands a. Given the climate in the species current known distribution area (tropics, subtropics
(NL) (i.e. the suitability of the environment for and possibly a hot desert climate in Egypt), climatic conditions in heated greenhouses
establishment). may be suitable for establishment of the species. However, the host plants listed
a. In greenhouses above (see 5.) are not or only incidentally present in heated greenhouses.

b. Outdoors b. Climate conditions outdoors are likely unsuitable (the species is only known from
c. Otherwise (e.g. storage facilities, human environment) warmer climates, see above).
C. Unsuitable.

8. Assess the probability of establishment in the EU (i.e. the Lateantenna inana was found in a greenhouse in Kagoshima Prefecture in Japan (Ohshima

suitability of the environment for establishment). et al., 2018). This Prefecture has a humid subtropical climate (K6ppen-Geiger: Cfa) which
is also present in the EU, mainly in parts of Italy, Slovenia, Croatia, Hungary, Bulgaria
and Romania (Beck et al., 2023). However, it is unclear whether L. inana has established
outdoors in Kagoshima Prefecture because the only finding reported was from a
greenhouse. In China, the pest has been reported from The Pearl River Delta (Li et al.,
2023) which has a Monsoon-influenced humid subtropical climate (Képpen-Geiger: Cwa)
which does not occur in the EU. Other countries or islands where L. inana is known to be
present has (mainly) a tropical climate which also does not occur in the EU. If L. inana is
indeed established in Egypt it would be present in a hot desert climate (Képpen-Geiger:
BWh). The southermost parts of the EU have mainly a Mediterranean climate (Képpen-
Geiger: Csa and Csb) but there is also a small area with a hot desert climate (BWh; in
south eastern Spain). These parts include regions where citrus is grown on a commercial
scale (EFSA Panel on Plant Health et al., 2023) and might be suitable for establishment of
L. inana (uncertainty).
Note that the use of the Képpen-Geiger climate classification only provides a preliminary
indication of the suitability of the EU climate for establishment of a species because within
the same Kdppen-Geiger climate class large climatic differences can occur (e.g. the
average air temperature in the coldest month in a Cfa climate is between 0 and 18°C
(Beck et al., 2023)).

9. What are the possible pathways that can contribute to The pest may spread naturally and by trade of infested fruit.
spread of the organism after introduction? How rapid is the
organism expected to spread (by natural dispersal and
human activity)?

10. | Provide an assessment of the type and amount of direct Establishment in the Netherlands is unlikely. Establishment in southern EU Member States
and indirect damage (e.g. lower quality, lower production, might result in yield losses in citrus crops considering the damage observed on the citrus
export restrictions, threat to biodiversity, etc.) likely to fruit imported from Egypt and the damage on C. inshiu reported from Japan (see 6.).
occur if the organism would become established in NL and Lychees may be grown on a very small scale in the EU (Diariosur, 2012) and might also
the EU, respectively? be impacted if L. inana were to become introduced into the EU. However, the uncertainty

is high because no other publications were found reporting L. inana as a pest of citrus and
the magnitude of impact in lychee is also uncertain (see 6.). In addition, there is
uncertainty about the establishment potential in the EU.

11. | Has the organism been detected on/in a product other than | Yes, fruit
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If "no”, go to question 12
12. | If the organism has been found on/in a product other than Question not answered because of the high uncertainty concerning the impact of the pest.
plants for planting (e.g. cut flowers, fruit, vegetables),
what is the probability of introduction (entry +
establishment)?
Only to be answered in case of an interception or a find.
13. | Additional remarks -
14. | Summary and conclusions e This Quickscan was prompted by the interception of Lateantenna inana on a fruit of
Citrus x aurantium var. sinensis from Egypt.
e Lateantenna inana is not known to be present in the EU.
e Lateantenna inana might be able to establish in parts of the EU (uncertainty).
e The potential impact of L. inana for the EU is highly uncertain: only two records have
been found describing damage caused by the species: on pedicels of Citrus unshiu
(Satsuma mandarin) in a greenhouse and on bark and phloem of Litchi but without
any quantitative data on yield losses.
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16.

Follow-up measures

No official measures. This decision may be reconsidered following new information about
the impact of Lateantenna inana and/or repeated interceptions of the organism on fruit
and new information on climatic requirements for establishment of the organism.
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